




















Historic Preservation 
Legislation in Newfoundland 

In the February issue of THE propriate Minister may authorize 
TRIDENT Shane O'Dea drew the any person to enter at any 
attention of the Trust to the 
necessity for effective Historic 
Preservation Legislation. The 
object of this Article is to suggest 
what such legislation might 
usefully include. Members of the 
Trust who wish to investigate this 
matter further should examine 
the Canadian Heritage 
Legislation Series which has been 
prepared by Heritage Canada 
and which gives details of the 
current legislation in each 
Province. 

An examination of the 
legislation in other Countries and 
Provinces reveals three practical 
requirements for such 
legislation. First there must be a 
list of the historic property which 
it is desired to protect. Second 
there must be laws protecting 
listed property against 
destruction . or significant 
alteration. Third financial 
assistance must be available to 
the owners of listed property so 
that the conservation of historic 
sites does not depend upon the 
wealth of the present individual 
owner. 

In Newfoundland we have no 
officially accepted list of historic 
property but much work has 
already been done both by 
George Story of the Trust and by 
Teams of the Canadian Inventory 
of Historic Buildings. As Heritage 
Canada points out the Canadian 
Inventory cannot be 
automatically accepted and used 
as the basis for provincial 
legislation as the list is based 
only upon age and therefore 
includes only buildings con
structed before arbitrary dates 
although many important 
historic buildings were built after 
those dates. 

Legislation can give assistance 
in the preparation of a proper list 
as it may authorize the compiler 
of the list to enter upon private 
property upon reasonable notice 
being given. For instance in 
Alberta, whose legislation could 
be a model for us here, the ap-

reasonable hour and after notice 
to the owner or occupant upon 
any lands for the purpose of 
making surveys for or inspecting 
heritage sites which the Minister 
has reason to believe may qualify 
as heritage sites. This obviously 
prevents a disgruntled or un
sympathetic person from 
blocking a community's desire to 
record its heritage as a 
preliminary step in its effort to 
preserve a significant portion of 
it. 

The next question is who is to 
decide which listed property is to 
be preserved. Our current 
legislation leaves this matter 
entirely to the Cabinet acting 
upon the recommendation of the 
Minister of Tourism. Once a 
declaration is made that the 
building is an historic site our 
legislation states that " no person 
shall, except with the consent in 
writing by the Minister, move, 
destroy, damage, deface, 
obliterate, alter, add to, mark or 
in any other way interfere with 
" the historic site. If a person fails 
to obey this injunction he is 
deemed guilty of an offence and 
liable to a fine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars ($1 ,000.00). ·u is 
obvious that our present Act has 
several undesirable features. It 
does not establish a procedure 
whereby experts can advise upon 
the desirability of declaring a 
property to be historic. It does not 
establish a procedure whereby a 
property owner can challenge the 
designation and it does not offer 
the property owner any com
pensation for the restrictions 
which are imposed upon his use 
of the property. It is therefore not 
surprising that the extensive 
power conferred by the Act has 
been sparingly exercised. 

Our legislation should 
therefore be amended so as to 
establish an Historic Sites and 
Buildings Board to advise the 
Minister on all matters con
cerning the preservation and 
protection of historic sites in 

Belleora:rn' s 
hlacks:rnith shop 

In Belleoram, on Newfoun
dland's south west coast, is a 
blacksmith shop which belongs t o 
Bob Rose, now in his 70's. His 
father owned it before him and he 
took it over from someone else. 
Rose's blacksmith shop was one 
of two on the south coast. The 
other one in Port aux Basques 

was long ago swallowed up by the 
community. 

Belleoram was once the queen 
of the south coast, with a 
population of 1,000 and boasting 
ten or twelve schooners. The 
hundreds of "banking" schooners 
which travelled the coast and the 

Newfoundland. Shane O'Dea's 
article in the February issue 
outlined this suggestion in 
greater detail. Once a Board is 
established, however, and a 
property is declared to be an 
historic site by the Minister upon 
the Board's recommendation, 
many practical problems 
remain, The recent Alberta 
legislation shows how these 
problems might be overcome. 

Once it is decided that a par
ticular building ought to be 
preserved a preliminary order 
ought to be made which would 
prevent any person from 
altering, preparing, destroying 
or changing the building in any 
respect whatsoever for a limited 
period of time, for instance, a 
month. This preliminary order 
would be registered in the 
Registry of Deeds for the 
Province so that any potential 
purchaser of the property would 
be aware of the restrictions and 
would not be adversely affected. 
It would then be necessary for the 
Board or Minister to indicate 
whether they wish a permanent 
order to be made in respect of the 
property and to give proper 
notice to the owner, occupiers 
and general public. Any in
terested person would then be 
permitted to make represen
tation to the Board in respect to 
the property. The Board would 
hear the representations and 
would be empowered to confirm, 
reverse or vary in the order af
fecting the property. 

If an Order is made imposing 
permanent restrictions upon use 
of the property, this Order should 
also be registered in the Registry 
of Deeds for the Province so that 
any prospective purchasers, 
mortgagees, or other interested 
parties would have notice of the 
restrictions. Following 
registration of the Order, it would 
be an offence for any person 
to act contrary to it without the 
approval of the Minister or 
Board. 

The legislation should also 
provide that if the owner of the 
Grand Banks stopped in at 
Belleoram, as well. Most of the 
visiting schooners paid a visit to 
Rose's blacksmith shop. There, 
iron fittings, blades, rudders, etc. 
were made or mended. 

There was never a slack 
moment at the blacksmith shop, 
but with the passing of the 
schooners in the 1940's, the shop's 
business began to decline. Unless 
blacksmith shops are able to 
convert over into repairmg car 
parts, they have a hard time 
keeping going. 

Although the shop hasn't done 
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property, in respect of which an 
Order has been made wishes to 
dispose of the property, he must 
give the Minister "notice of the 
sale. The Minister could then be 
given the power to acquire the 
property at its fair market value. 
If the owner does not wish to sell 
the property, the Minister should 
be authorized to make grants to 
the owner for the upkeep and 
repair of the property. 

As a necessary corollary to the 
above our legislation would have 
to authorize the Minister to make 
regulations governing standards 
of maintenance of historic sites 
and permitting the Minister to 
require specific repairs to be 
made. 

The question of repairs in
troduces another practical 
problem, mainly the applicability 
of modern building codes. Strict 
application of these building 
codes would often make 
restoration work prohibitively 
expensive. Alberta has solved 
this problem by permitting its 
Minister to make regulations 
exempting listed historic sites 
from the application of any 
provision contained in any 
building code where the en
forcement of the provision would 
prevent or seriously hinder the 
preservation, restoration or use 
of the site. 

The legal framework which has 
just been outlined can only 
operate effectively, of course, if 
there is a firm determination on 
the part of Government to foster 
and encourage historic preser
vation. The Historic Trust must 
therefore bend its efforts to 
persuade our politicicans that 
historic preservation is a wor
thwhile cause, deserving of 
financial support and moral 
commitment. 
an active business in many years, 
all the tools are still there. The 30' 
x 40 ' building, located on 
Belleoram's waterfront, still 
houses bellows, hand-made 
prongs, blowers, the fire box, 
anvils, etc. Interest in preserving 
the building has been aroused in 
the community and although Bob 
Rose is in the process of selling 
the shop, it is hoped by the 
community that its new owner 
will realize the value of 
preserving such a fine example of 
Newfoundland's past. 

SusanAyre 
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Research for 

the Inventory of Historic Buildings 
The Research and Planning Committee of the Trust in 

co-operation with members of the Social Action Com
mittee of the Y.W.C.A. undertook to research some of 
the older buildings in St . .John's with a view to the joint 
publication of a guide book. Plans for the guide book are 
in abeyance at the moment because of funding problems 
but the value of the research and the efforts of the 
volunteers who conducted it are very much appreciated 
by the Trust. 

The following is an example of the work of this 
committee. The research on the HENRY .J. STABB 
BUILDING, 37 Water Street. was done by Mrs. Peg 
Wight and is presented here directly from our research 
file rather than as an article because we felt the format 
used might be of interest to other members of the Trust 
who would like to research their own homes or other 
buildings which interest them. 

The Stabb building is of interest chiefly because it has 
been in continuous use by the oldest surviving firm on 
Water Street. 

Canada 

Permanent 
(Continued from page 4) 

buildings are of brick, and 
anything extravagant or complex 
would be out of character. While 
it would be impractical to repeat 
the details of any of the older 
buildings , none of which are 
particularly elegant, it would 
certainly be reasonable to in
clude an implied reference to 
them, for exmple, by the use of 
low-arched windows as in the 
rough sketches Nos. 1 and 2 en
closed . The building you have 
bought does have such arches. 

With regard to the sketches , 
please note that they are intended 
only to serve as illustrations to 
arguments about style . They are 
not considered designs . The ones 
" Not Recommended" are little 
more than caricatures of building 
types. Those " Recommended '' 
hopefully show that buildings in a 
somewhat tnodern dress can be 
handled in a restrained and 
dignified way, appropriate for a 
financial institution s uch as 
yours. Much would depend on the 
choice of brick colour and texture 
as well as on the quality of 
material, wor}<:manship. and 
design of details not readily 
s hown on s ketches s uch as 
doorways , street-level windows, 
entrance Lobbies , and signs. 

The question of large or small 
windows is not easy to resolve . 
There is no problem at street 
level , but on the upper floors the 
case is different. A larger 
number of smaller windows 
permits greater flexibility in 
planning partition layouts and 
changing them readily in the 
future. It would be impossible to 
provide today 's standards of 
lighting by natural light from 
windows alone, however big . The 
depth of the building precludes 
that. Views to the exterior, and 
economy, seem Lherefore to be 
the remaining factors to assess . 
We have previously said that 
large glass areas increase air 
conditioning costs , both capital 
and operating, and of course 
larger windows themselves cost 
more. The views from the 

building are not panoramic, or 
even attractive, and there seems 
no reason to create cost or 
technical difficulties in order for 
staff to see out more readily. We 
have found that more windows of 
smaller size can provide quite 
satisfactory visibility to the 
outside.In any case, if the outside 
walls of the upper floors are 
largely taken up by small offices, 
the staff occupying interior open 
space cannot see the windows at 
all. Finally , the windows we have 
s hown on the ''Recommended'' 
sketches are not as small as they 
may appear, being at least 6' 0" 
high and 2' 0" wide. Their 
numbers make them appear 
smaller. Since they would have 
no s ubdividing bars the view 
through them would be as good as 
through larger subdivided win
dows.· · 

Eventually our clients, who 
have their head office in Toronto , 
found it impossible at long 
distance to carry on a satisfactoy 
discussion of such matters in 
words. They engaged a Toronto 
architect to produce sketches 
which they could agree amongst 
themselves and send to us here as 
a guide . However this did not 
solve any problems as the 
Toronto architect saw the 
question of style quite differently 
from us , and he never did see 
Water Street! 

In the end we were able to 
prepare a compromise design 
which satisfied our own stanards 
of taste in the context of both 
heritage and design for the 
present, gave Canada Permanent 
all they had asked for in the way 
of accommodation and modern 
technology at reasonablecost ,and 
permitted the board of directors 
to agree that it was not a bad-;, 
looking. building . So it got built. 

We have been pleasantly 
surprised at the many com
plimentary comments we have 
heard about this project since its 
exterior became visible to the 
public and has been more or less 
complete. Congratulations on its 
apparent s uccess are very much 
due in the first place to Canada 
Permanent. 

Charles II. Cullum 
llol·wood-Guihan-Cullam, Al·c
hitects. 

Henry ~. S•abb & 
57 Wal'er Sl'reel' 

Type of Bldg: 
This bldg. is built of Noggin brick. Key stone win

dows. 2 storey on Water St., but 4 stories on the water
front. Great pine beams supporting each floor. 
Date of Constr: 

1892 present bldg. constructed after the fire of 1892, to 
replace bldg. destroyed by fire. 
Original Owner: 

Henry J. Stabb 
Original Use: 
Built as the business premises of the firm. 
Present Owner: A. Harvey & Co. 

Present Use: 
It continues to be used for the sa me business of im

porting and selling bricks, tiles, slate, marble, etc. 
Reference: 

Records of the firm which were made available. 
Importance of Bldg. in Community: 

Not only has it remained unchanged, since it was 
built, but it houses the oldest business on Water St. 
Origins and Continuing History: 

Earliest mention of the company was in 1760 when 
their company flag was sighted announcing the arrival 
of a company ship in port. In addition to shipping and 
trading, they also represented standard Life and 
Commercial Union Insurance, administered the Bulley 
Estate, and various properties throughout the city, for 
people living in England. 

Reading through the company records is a fascinating 
story of the old city because mayor events affected them 
seriously. 

The firm originally located west of Becks Cove. That 
bldg. was blown up in the fire of 1846 to make a fire 
break, but it wasn't done ,quickly enough and the fire 
spread, destroying most of the city. 

They rebuilt near the Wyatt estate, in the area of the 
Hill of Chips, but that building was also destroyed in the 
fire of 1892. 

They bought the present property from a Mr. George 
Shea and rebuilt there in 1892. 

The present building is much as it was then. The 
original beams are still there, along with a lot of the 
original furniture. There are· a couple of huge desks that 
one stands in front of, and two roll top desks. They have 
some very old maps of St. John's, and records of the 
Insurance companies that date back to the 1840s. 

It is impossible to discuss the firm without mentioning 
other facets of the community in which other members 
of the family were involved. 

In the war of 1812 the company was agent for the 
Navy. 

In 1813 they were agents for Newman's Port 1864, 
Ewen Stabb listed as resident at 41 Cochrane St. 1885 -
Mrs. Thomas Stabb, resident in Woodbine Cottage, 
Kingsbridge Rd. A cousin Dr. Henry Stabb who died in 
1892 at age 80, was instrumental in starting the present 
mental hospital. 

When he was in practice he was shocked to find that 
mental patients were chained to the walls in the 
basement of the Old Fever hospital at River Head, 
Victoria Park. 

A lot of credit is given to him for his effort in having 
the present mental hospital built in 1852 on what was 
known as the Polk farm. 

His son Fred Stabb was also a doctor, and he worked 
at the General Hospital. 

A sincere thank you to Mr. Barnes, at H.J. Stabbs for 
his kindness in showing me the building and their 
records. 
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National Historic Parks 
(Continued from page 1 0) TheN orse settlement at L 'Anse 

RevieW' • by Alice Sl'ory 

youngsters were given a sight Aux Meadows is so far the only 
and sound tour of their historic one of its kind to be discovered in 
heritage, and as well were given America, and is therefore the 
the opportunity to ask questions only archaeological evidence that 
and receive individual attention. Norse Greenlanders reached 
This program was viewed by all America 500 yrs. before Cabot <ft 
students in the St. John's area, as Columbus. 

Heritage Preservation is an issue today because it is part of a 
revolution of consciousness about the relationship of man to his 
environment. 

well as those in Conception Bay In keeping with its historical 
Central, Harbour Grace, Car- importance, Parks Canada has 
bonear and Corner Brook. The begun a program for the 
schools at the Janeway Hospital development of a National 
and the Children 's Rehabilitation Historic Park which will include 
Centre w-ere also included among about 20 square miles of land 
those given the opportunity to surrounding the site. These plans 
view the slides. With the aid of an include the reconstruction of one 
interpreter, the program was of the Norse houses, an Inter
also presented at the St. John's pretation Centre with a display of 
School for the Deaf. Norse artifacts, and possibly a 

In the past decade there has been a growing fear about where 
our current policies of development are leading. There is an 
increasing reaction against the waste that has become a part of 
our way of life and a backlash against the constancy of change. 

This column by Alice Story, , former lecturer in English at 
Memorial University, will be a regular feature of THE 
TRIDENT. Mrs. Story will review some of the books which have 
and which are changing our attitudes about our relationship to 
the environment we create; about our past and how it relates to 
the present and what it can mean for the future. 

In August of this year, the old replica of a Norse ship. 

Boyce Richardson, 
The Future of Canadian 

Cities 
(New Press 

Toronto, 1972), 
$7.95 

This fascinating, frightening 
and lively book for laymen by a 
layman on the future of our cities 
does not simply question the kind 
of cities that we want, but in its 
overall context the kind of lives 
we want to lead. Mr. Richardson 
argues that " our primary task in 
Canada is to r estrain the powers 
of the big corporations by in
jecting a public-interest 
dimension into the decisions they 
m ake, to the end that we can 
m anage our society in a more 
equitable manner. " 

Canada is urbanizing faster 
than any other m ation .. Our cities 
will double in size in thirty years. 
We s pend one cent on un
derstanding cities for every ten 
dollars constructing them. 
Toronto and Montreal seem 
destined to become regional 
switching stations for American 
distribution networks. New York 
is presently hospitalizing four 
hundred persons daily due to 
pollution , noise and stress . 
Albeit ., ' 'the calm of the 
Canadian public is indeed im
pressive." 

Although there are no easy 
answers to be found elsewhere, 
many interesting theories are 
propounded and examples given 
throughout North America and 
Europe. Thinking has progressed 
somewhat since the fifties when 
the Gardiner expressway · went 
into Toronto for the reason that 
" ravines are God-given for ex
pressways." Yet in the bus or car 
controversy, merely ten years 
ago, San Franciscans discovered 
that if they wanted to riddle the 
core of the city with roads the 
federal government would 
provide nine dollars for every 
dollar spent, but if they opted for 
a rapid-transit system only seven 
cents on the dollar would be 
forthcoming. How can cities cope 

tradition of the Noon Day Gun Both this year and last, ar-
with that sort of blackmail? Two was once again preserved when a ' chaeologists working with Parks 
vicious circles entwine: keeping " Carronade" _ a replica of the Canada have been digging at 
existing roads promotes car type of gun that saw service from L'Anse Aux Meadows in an effort 
congestion which initiates about 1776 until1840 in the British to get a more complete picture of 
agitation fvr more roads which army and navy - was installed the Norse settlement here and of 
produces more car congestion, next to Cabot Tower. The gun at the vegetation and climate at that 

h .l t th t ' th high Signal Hill is a 32 pounder time. w 1 e a e same rme e It is believed, for instance, that · · d f bil 1 carronade ( the most commonly 
mel ence o automo es s ows seen of this type. ) The practice of the climate may have been 
down the buses which make more firing the Noon Day Gun was somewhat warmer around the 
people take cars resulting in an started in 1842, and with only a year 1000 A.D. than it is today, 
increase in bus fares and a few exceptions was carried on and that the land at L 'Anse Aux 
downgrading of the entire through the years regularly. Meadows has risen about 1lh 
system. Yet, as one planner put Another recent addition to the meters since the time of the 
it, " The elevator - which is Park at Signal Hill are the flood- Norse settlement. Hopefully, 
vertical transportation - in my lights at Cabot Tower. With the studies in these field and more 

Tower being illuminated at night, excavations around the house-
apartment building, is free. Its sites will be valuable in the total t · d b t the city's residents and visitors 
cos IS covere Y my ren . are able to get a clear view of the interpretation of the site. 
Transit in a city should be paid building at all times. This was the first 
for out of public funds. It is a summer in which National 
public service." Historic Parks has placed three 

So the question remains: " Who L'Anse of its guides in the Park. ThE! 
is downtown for? " Is it for the emphasis in guiding, as in the 
automobile manufacturers and archaeology on the site, has been 
the resulting roads, parking lots, Aux Meadows to give visitors a more accurate 
and congestion? Is it for large 0 f G picture of the settlement here and 

n the tip o the reat Nor- of Norse life in general. The 
corporations to build high rise thern Peninsula of Newfoundland . g uides emphasize that these 
office buildings and apartment is L'Anse Aux Meadows National settlers were Greenland farmers, 
complexes? Or is it for people to Historic Park, more commonly hunters, and fishermen, who 
live and I or work in, in a known as the " Viking Site." probably had little time to go on 
manageable fashion without the Here, in 1960, writer and ex- Viking raids. They emphasize 
stress, noise and pollution which plorer, Helga Ingstad, discovered finds such as a Norse spindle
most large city dwellers are now the ruins of house-sites resem- whorl, a needle whetstone, and 

bling those of Norse ruins which th 'th 11 f hi h 
finding can barely be tolerated? he had studied in Greenland. e srru y, a o w c are 

But Richardson does not evidence of domestic activity. 
Excavations from 1961 to 1968 These guides offer a tour of the 

simply criticize and bemoan the revealed the remains of eight sod site, which includes a visit to 
present cliches of down with cars, houses, including a typical Norse each of the eight Norse houses 
blame the government, big longhouse, a smithy where iron and a chance to see archaeology 
corporations, or whoever else is was made from local bog ore, and in progress. Next year there will 
handy, rehabilitate instead of possibly a sauna bath. Carbon-14 be a temporary display of Norse 
replace, save the wilderness, datings of sod wall and charcoal artifacts, but guides will still 
abhor pollution, and don't build from the cooking pits place the offer tours of the site. 
the Pickering airport. He gives site at around 1000 A.D. This date In July and August of this year, 
some answers, some tried con- coincides with the period in about 2000 visitors went on guided 

which, according to the Icelandic t hi h 11 1 t b t elusions, and innumerable case ours, w c usua Y as a ou an 
sagas, Norse men and women hour but are often extended to 

histories of protest which have sailed from Greenland and built take in the natural attractions of 
both succeeded and failed. The " large houses" in a rich, new the Park: lakes, flowers, islands, 
answers lie with people taking land somewhere in the west. fish and birds. 
responsibility for their com- In September or October of this 
munities, and thereby electing L-----------------, year, the Officer In Charge at the 
and becoming involved in Park will be bringing a slide show 
municipal, provincial and federal by no particular purpose except to all Grade 5 and Grade II 
governments who can work to keep going." However bad classes north of Hawkes Bay. 
together in economic, social and things are with planning, the Hopefully, this service will make 
physical planning for our present situation is worse without! Is this local children aware of the two 
society . Early on in the book the what we want for our future? If important Historic Parks in their 

area: the Norse settlement at 
federal government is likened to not, read Boyce Richardson and L'Anse Aux Meadows, and the 
a bolting horse, " headed for no find out what even the most Maritime Archaic Indians Site at 
one knows where and motivated apathetic cynic might do about it. Port Aux Choix. 
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Personally speaking 

Christ Church An epic of frustration 
The little church at Quidi Vidi 

hit the headlines agairr--. this 
swnmer, unfortunately not in the , 
most favourable light, and in the 
wake of the publicity a lot of 
confusion was ;generated about 
the current status of the 
building-and possibly some 
second thoughts a bout the 
wisdom of the decision to rescue 
it from demolition in the first 
place. Certainly the history of the 
Trust's involvement with the 
building has been frustrating to 
say the least. 

On the completion of 
renovations in the fall of 1972, 
Quidi Vidi Church was used by 
the Extension Service of 
Memorial University. The final 
interior renovations of the 
building were designed on the 
advice of the Extension Art 
Department to make the building 
suitable for the teaching of arts 
and crafts, on the understanding 
that a programme would be 
conducted which would involve 
the people of the Village. The 
Extension Service made a verbal 
agreement to pay the Trust a 
nominal rent which would help 
defray the cost of exterior 
maintenance, and to undertake 
responsibility for interior 
maintenance and utilities. 
Unfortunately, due to a nwnber 
of circumstances, not the least of 
which was the failure of 
Extension Service, through no 
fault of their own, to find 
adequate funding for the 
programme the Trust received 
no money for the use of the 
building and the programme, 
while it did provide some ac
livities for the children, com
pletely failed to involve the adult 
population. 

At the end of the trial period, in 
April 1974, the Extension Service 
terminated their use of the 
building by mutual agreement. 

In anticipation of the need to 
find a new tenant the Executive 
of the Trust set up committee 
early in the new year to look for 
alternate uses for the building. 
Discussions were held with 
Gratton Sheeley, .then 
Recreation Director for the City 
rt> 

ROIUMION BLACKWORE 

about the possibility of using the 
building as part of the City 
Summer Recreation 
Programme, on a trial basis. 

There was no agreement that 
the council would " take over" 
the building as was suggested by 
some of the media coverage of 
the well publicized vandalism. 
(Evening Telegram July 3rd and 
4th, 1974 ) , which took place , 
while the building was unoc
cupied this Spring. The intent 
was that the recreation depart
ment would operate a trial 
programme there during the 
summer months and if the 
programme proved successful to 
then enter into discussion about a 
possible continued use of the 
building by council 

As it happened, tb.e progranune 
worked very well indeed, largely 
due to the dedication and en
thusiasm of the two young ladies 
assigned to Quidi Vidi by the 
Recreation Department. 

I visited the building shortly 
after it had been vandalized and 
again in August while the 
programme was in full swing. 
The interior was spotless and the 
walls which had been covered 
with graffiti which would make 
the walls of Pompeii blush were 
now papered with the often 
suprisingly good art work of the 
Village children . The place was a 
beehive of activity, supervised 
with firmness but obvious af
fection by Sheila Moore, a clerk
steno from the Codroy area, with 
training in commercial art, and 
Maureen Ellsworth, a teacher 
from Corner Brook. In all about 
40 Village children participated 
actively in the programme. In 
addition to teaching arts and 
crafts , the girls had organized a 
soft ball team, the " Quidi Vidi 
Lakers", supervised soccer and 
floor hockey matches and taken 
the children on hikes and picnics. 

Both the girls and the dozen or 
so children who were already 
busily at work when I visited, 
even though the morning's ac
tivities had just started, were 
unanimous; in their opinion that 
it would be great for the village if . 
the programme could be con-

tinued. Pam Yetman, who had 
assumed the position of acting 
recreation 1 director, on Gratton 
Sheeley's resignation, was most 
enthusiastic about the success of 
the sunun~r progranune in the 
old church building and felt that it 
had really worked. The success of 
the progranune should have 
ensured its continuation, but 
Pam and Maureen and Shelia are 
sununer employees and have 
returned to their regular jobs and 
with no recreation director and 
no plans to appoint one at present 
it cannot continue under the 
supervision of city hall. Once 
again a promising start on a new 
use for the building which would 
integrate it once again into the 
life of the village has ended in 
disappointment. ~ 

The seeds of the Trust's 
problems with the church building 
were sown eight years ago when 
the Anglican Synod decided to 
demolish it and an enthusiastic 
group of citizens founded the 
Trust to save it, with the rather 
naive intention of restoring it as 
a church museum. There was 
insufficient thought given to how 
such a move should be im
plemented partly because of 

·inexperience and partly 
becauser of the pressure to make 
a quick decision . The people of 
Quidi Vidi were never really 
c-onsulted about their views on 
the future of the building or in
formed ofprogressalong the way , 
Nor was it ever really though out 
if a museum were either- feasible 
or the best use for th-e building in 
termsof the needs of the people in 
the conununity. In fact it is very 
difficult to consult with the people 
of the village about their needs 
and opinions because there is no 
o bvious leadership with which to 
relate. Nonetheless, it is not 
difficult to understand that there 
has been apathy, resentment and 
sometimes hostility towards the 
·efforts of the Trust to restore the 
building. 

The building is now ready for 
use as a conununity centre. Its 

potential has been demonstrated 
by the success of this sununer's 
recreationprogranune and there 
are many other possibilities 
whichcouldinvolve the adult and 
teenage population in the village. 
The needs of the conununity are 
very real and the vanqalism to 
which the building has been 
subjected is notunrelatedto these 
needs. But ttle job of utilizing the 
potential of this btiilding to fulfill 
these needs requir~s skill in the 
ccrordination of ~ full community 
centered· programme and the 
funds to run it. 

The Trust has neither. 

The two organizations which 
we hoped could implement such a 
programme have failed,each in' 
different ways and for different 
reasons. Faced with the un
welcome prospect of having the 
building unoccupied for the 
winter, the Trust has now done 
what3hou\d have been done eight 
years ago. The executive called a 
meeting with the people in the 
Village to discuss the future of 
the building and the way it can be 
used in the best interest of the 
community. .1\S a result of this 
meeting the people who attended 
are attempting to form a steering 
conunittee in the village with a 
view to taking some respon
sibility for the programme 
themselves. We have told them 
that when they are ready we will 
meet with them again and will do 
everything in our power to make 
the programme they want 
possible. 

This effort too may be doomed 
to failure, such efforts in com
munity organization are no easy 
task. If it works it would be the 
best solution Jrom all points of 
view. If it fails we may have 
restored a building that nobody 
wants in spite of the needs of the 
community and the potential of 
the biding to fulfil them. 

SHANNIE DUFF 


